
  
 

 Questions on full range of usage, customer 

satisfaction, priorities, funding, and voting issues 

 Survey administered by mail and phone 

 Goal of 600 completed surveys, including 300 

completed surveys within the City of Sequim and 300 

surveys outside the City within the Sequim School 

District. 

 Actually completed 722 surveys.  Results have 95% 

level of confidence with margin of error of +/-3.6%.   

 

 

Citizen Survey for the City of Sequim 



Good Representation By AGES 

Q1.  Demographics: Ages of People in Household

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

Under 5 years
7%

5-9 years
8%

10-14 years
8%

15-19 years
8%20-24 years

4%

25-34 years
7%

35-44 years
11%

45-54 years 
13%

55-64 years
13%

65-74 years 
10%

75-84 years
7%

85+ years
3%



 Bottom Line Up Front 

 

 City of Sequim and Sequim-Dungeness Valley 
Parks and Recreation Site Usage 

 

 Community Vision” for the Future” 

 

 Funding and Voting 

 

 

Agenda 
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ETC Institute- More than 600 Parks and Recreation 
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 Usage of Park Sites is very high  

 High unmet needs exist for parks, trails, recreation facilities 
and programs 

 Support is highest for developing a Regional Parks and 
Recreation District followed by a City of Sequim Parks and 
Recreation Department 

 67% of respondents would pay some level of increased taxes 
for enhanced parks and recreation services 

 57% of respondents would either vote in favor or might vote in 
favor for a parks and recreation agency providing an enhanced 
level of services 

 

 

 

Bottom Line Up Front 



 Carrie Blake Park is the most used parks and 
recreation site 

 

 Walking, hiking and biking trails are the most used 
recreation facilities 

 

 Over 50% of respondents have visited parks and 
recreation sites in the past 12 months 

 

 31% of respondents would rate the condition of 
parks and recreation sites they have visited in and 
around Sequim as excellent 

 

 

 

Parks and Recreation Services Today 



89%
75%

68%
65%

63%
57%

54%
44%
44%

42%
40%

38%
36%

35%
31%
31%

28%
18%
17%

16%
12%
12%
11%

9%
9%

6%
6%

5%
4%

3%

Carrie Blake Park
Railroad Bridge

John Wayne Marina
Olympic National Park

Olympic Discovery Trail
Olympic National Forest

Dungeness Spit Natural Resource Area
Marlyn Nelson Park (Port Williams)

Dungeness Rec. Area
Cline Spit

Robin Hill Park
Sequim Aquatic Recreation Center (SARC)

School grounds
Sequim Bay State Park

Walk/bike City wide system
Pioneer Memorial Park

Dog Park
Golf courses

Dungeness Landing
Sequim Senior Center

Fishing on the Dungeness River
Master Gardener Woodcock Dem. Garden

Children’s Park
Margaret Kirner Park

Master Gardner Demo. Site at Reuse Park
Dr. Standard Little League Park

June Robinson Memorial Park
Mary Lukes Wheeler Park

Other
None

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Q2. City of Sequim and Sequim-Dungeness Valley Parks and 

Recreation Sites That Households Have Visited 

Over the Past 12 Months
by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



6%

0%
0%

54%
32%

24%
20%

19%
14%

12%
12%

11%
9%
8%
8%

7%
7%

7%
5%

4%
4%
3%
3%
3%
2%

2%
1%

1%
0%

2%

Carrie Blake Park
Railroad Bridge

Olympic Discovery Trail
John Wayne Marina

Olympic National Park
Sequim Aquatic Recreation Center (SARC)

Marlyn Nelson Park (Port Williams)
Olympic National Forest

Dungeness Spit Natural Resource Area
Dungeness Rec. Area

Robin Hill Park
Cline Spit
Dog Park

School grounds
Golf courses

Walk/bike City wide system
Sequim Senior Center

Children’s Park
Sequim Bay State Park
Pioneer Memorial Park

Dungeness Landing
Margaret Kirner Park

Fishing on the Dungeness River
Dr. Standard Little League Park

Mary Lukes Wheeler Park
Master Gardener Woodcock Dem. Garden
Master Gardner Demo. Site at Reuse Park

June Robinson Memorial Park
Other
None

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Most Often 2nd Most Often 3rd Most Often

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top three choices 

Q3. City of Sequim and Sequim-Dungeness Valley Parks 

and Recreation Sites That Households Visit Most Often



72%
48%

45%
43%

38%
37%

34%
33%

29%
28%

27%
25%
25%
24%

22%
19%

16%
15%

13%
13%

10%
9%

8%
8%

6%
4%
4%
4%

0%
5%
5%

Walking, hiking, and biking trails
Forest areas

Natural areas and wildlife habitats
Nature trails

Picnicking areas
Sequim Aquatic Recreation Center (SARC)

Audubon River Center 
Swimming beaches and areas

Boating areas
Indoor swimming pools

Dog parks
Overnight camping

Fishing areas
Indoor exercise facilities

Amphitheaters
Nature interpretive centers

Soccer fields
18 and 9 hole golf courses
Baseball and softball fields

Sequim Senior Center
Mountain biking trails

Hunting Areas
Skate board park

Rifle Range
Outdoor swimming pools

Cross-country skiing
Equestrian trails 

Bicycle motocross track
Ice skating

Other
None

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Q4. Recreation Facilities in the City of Sequim or 

Sequim-Dungeness Valley That Households Have 

Used or Visited Over the Past 12 Months
by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



47%

32%

24%

22%

22%

21%

15%

11%

10%

10%

10%

9%

8%

7%

6%

5%

5%

4%

4%

4%

2%

Youth soccer fields

Youth baseball and softball fields

Youth football fields/lacrosse/rugby fields

Outdoor tennis courts

Outdoor cricket fields

Adult softball fields

Off-leash dog park

Outdoor swimming pools/water parks

Playground equipment

Outdoor basketball courts

Outdoor volleyball courts

Disc golf

Skateboarding park

Walking and biking trails

Picnic shelter

18 hole golf course

Indoor swimming pool

Indoor basketball/volleyball courts

Indoor running/walking track

Indoor fitness and exercise facilities 

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Most Important 2nd Most Important 3rd Most Important 4th Most Important

Q11. Parks and Recreation Facilities That 

Are Most Important to Households

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top four choices 

9%

0%

56%
19%

18%
18%

14%
13%

12%
11%
11%

9%
8%
8%
8%

6%
6%
6%

5%
5%

3%
3%
3%

2%
2%
1%
1%
1%
0%

0%
4%

Walking, hiking, and biking trails
Sequim Aquatic Recreation Center (SARC)

Forest areas
Natural areas and wildlife habitats

Nature trails
Swimming beaches and areas

Picnicking areas
Dog parks

Boating areas
Fishing areas
Soccer fields

Audubon River Center 
18 and 9 hole golf courses

Overnight camping
Indoor exercise facilities

Sequim Senior Center
Amphitheaters

Baseball and softball fields
Indoor swimming pools

Mountain biking trails
Hunting Areas

Rifle Range
Skate board park
Equestrian trails 

Bicycle motocross track
Nature interpretive centers

Outdoor swimming pools
Cross-country skiing

Ice skating
Other
None

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Most Often 2nd Most Often 3rd Most Often

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top three choices 

Q5. Recreation Facilities in the City of Sequim or 

Sequim-Dungeness Valley That Households Visit Most Often



300 days or more
6%

250 - 299 days
4%

200 - 249 days
5%

150 - 199 days
8%100 - 149 days

13%

50 - 99 days
19%

1 - 49 days
41%

None
4%

Q6. Approximately How Many Days During the Past 12 Months 

Have You and/or Members of Your Household Visited 

Parks and Recreation Sites?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



Excellent
31%

Good
60%

Fair
9%

Q7. Overall, How Would You Rate the Physical Condition 

of All the Parks and Recreation Sites in and Around 

Sequim That You Visited?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



 High needs and unmet needs exist for a wide range 
of parks and recreation facilities and programs 

  

 Adult fitness and wellness programs, special 
events, and recreation swimming are most 
important programs 

 

 Walking, hiking and biking trails, large state and 
national parks, and large City of Sequim and 
Sequim-Dungeness parks are highest priorities  

Citizen’s Vision for a Future Parks 
and Recreation System 



43%

42%

42%

34%

31%

30%

29%

28%

23%

23%

21%

21%

19%

18%

18%

18%

18%

17%

15%

12%

9%

9%

9%

5%

Community special events

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Recreation swimming

Nature programs/environmental education

Adult art and theater programs

Lap swim and water fitness

Adult music programs

Adult lifelong learning/enrichment programs

Youth sports programs

Life skills programs

Adult sports programs

Adult outdoor adventure programs

Youth summer programs

Instructional swimming programs

Senior adult programs

Boating and sailing programs

Youth outdoor adventure programs

Youth art, dance, performing arts programs

Youth day camp programs

Out of school days activities/programs

Youth resident camp programs

Before and after school care programs

Pre-school programs

Special needs/adaptive recreation 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

Q8. Recreation Programs That 

Households Have a Need for



4,244

4,156

4,107

3,319

3,043

2,964

2,846

2,797

2,304

2,235

2,058

2,048

1,832

1,802

1,802

1,782

1,763

1,664

1,428

1,142

896

886

847

532

Community special events

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Recreation swimming

Nature programs/environmental education

Adult art and theater programs

Lap swim and water fitness

Adult music programs

Adult lifelong learning/enrichment programs

Youth sports programs

Life skills programs

Adult sports programs

Adult outdoor adventure programs

Youth summer programs

Instructional swimming programs

Senior adult programs

Boating and sailing programs

Youth outdoor adventure programs

Youth art, dance, performing arts programs

Youth day camp programs

Out of school days activities/programs

Youth resident camp programs

Before and after school care programs

Pre-school programs

Special needs/adaptive recreation 

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by number of households based on 9,848 households in the Sequim School District

Q8a. Estimated Number of Households in the Sequim School 

District That Have a Need for Various Recreation Programs



Q8c. Estimated Number of Households in the Sequim School 

District Whose Needs for Recreation Programs 

Are Only Being 50% Met or Less

2,164
2,108

2,000
1,739
1,732

1,659
1,612

1,567
1,532
1,522

1,465
1,360
1,345

1,261
1,091

995
975

950
929

875
752

517
447

377

Adult lifelong learning/enrichment programs
Adult fitness and wellness programs

Recreation swimming
Nature programs/environmental education

Life skills programs
Community special events

Lap swim and water fitness
Adult art and theater programs

Adult music programs
Adult outdoor adventure programs

Adult sports programs
Youth outdoor adventure programs

Youth summer programs
Boating and sailing programs

Youth day camp programs
Youth art, dance, performing arts programs

Instructional swimming programs
Youth sports programs

Out of school days activities/programs
Senior adult programs

Youth resident camp programs
Before and after school care programs

Pre-school programs
Special needs/adaptive recreation 

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500

50% Meets Needs 25% Meet Needs 0% Meets Needs

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by number of households based on 9,848 households in the Sequim School District



30%

23%
23%

20%
15%

14%
14%
13%

13%
12%

9%
9%
8%
8%
8%

7%
7%

7%
5%

5%
4%

3%
2%

2%
2%

Adult fitness and wellness programs
Community special events

Recreation swimming
Adult art and theater programs

Lap swim and water fitness
Nature programs/environmental education

Adult lifelong learning/enrichment programs
Youth sports programs
Adult music programs

Adult outdoor adventure programs
Life skills programs

Instructional swimming programs
Adult sports programs
Senior adult programs

Youth summer programs
Boating and sailing programs

Youth art, dance, performing arts programs
Pre-school programs

Youth outdoor adventure programs
Before and after school care programs
Out of school days activities/programs

Special needs/adaptive recreation 
Youth day camp programs

Youth resident camp programs
None

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Most Important 2nd Most Important 3rd Most Important 4th Most Important

Q9. Recreation Programs That Are 

Most Important to Households

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top four choices 

Community special 

events most 

important to City of 

Sequim residents  



75%
74%

72%
69%

67%
63%

61%
60%

52%
47%

46%
45%

40%
37%

36%
34%
34%

31%
24%

22%
22%

20%
19%
19%

17%
14%

6%
6%

4%

Walking, hiking, and biking trails
Large state and national parks

Beach areas
Large City and Sequim-Dungeness Parks

Nature trails
Forest areas

Natural areas/wildlife habitats
Picnic areas and shelters

Small neighborhood parks
Outdoor camping areas

Indoor fitness and exercise facilities
Indoor swimming pool

Nature interpretive centers
Fishing areas
Boating areas

Outdoor amphitheater
Playgrounds 

Off-leash dog areas
Sequim Senior Center

Youth soccer fields
Outdoor swimming pools

18 and 9 hole golf courses
Baseball and softball fields

Outdoor tennis courts
Mountain biking trails

Outdoor basketball courts
Equestrian trails

Bicycle motocross track
Indoor equestrian area

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

Q10. Parks and Recreation Facilities That 

Households Have a Need for



7,416
7,238

7,041
6,775

6,588
6,224

6,027
5,919

5,131
4,629

4,491
4,451

3,929
3,683

3,575
3,378
3,368

3,004
2,334

2,137
2,117

1,950
1,871
1,851

1,694
1,369

611
571

423

Walking, hiking, and biking trails
Large state and national parks

Beach areas
Large City and Sequim-Dungeness Parks

Nature trails
Forest areas

Natural areas/wildlife habitats
Picnic areas and shelters

Small neighborhood parks
Outdoor camping areas

Indoor fitness and exercise facilities
Indoor swimming pool

Nature interpretive centers
Fishing areas
Boating areas

Outdoor amphitheater
Playgrounds 

Off-leash dog areas
Sequim Senior Center

Youth soccer fields
Outdoor swimming pools

18 and 9 hole golf courses
Baseball and softball fields

Outdoor tennis courts
Mountain biking trails

Outdoor basketball courts
Equestrian trails

Bicycle motocross track
Indoor equestrian area
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Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by number of households based on 9,848 households in the Sequim School District

Q10a. Estimated Number of Households in the Sequim 

School District That Have a Need for Various 

Parks and Recreation Facilities





13%

2%

1%

39%
27%

25%
25%

17%
16%

15%
15%
14%

13%
13%
13%

12%
10%
10%
10%

8%
8%

7%
5%

4%
4%
4%

3%

2%
1%

1%
4%

Walking, hiking, and biking trails
Large state and national parks

Large City and Sequim-Dungeness Parks
Beach areas
Nature trails

Indoor swimming pool
Natural areas/wildlife habitats

Small neighborhood parks
Indoor fitness and exercise facilities

Picnic areas and shelters
Forest areas

Off-leash dog areas
Outdoor camping areas

Fishing areas
Playgrounds 

Boating areas
18 and 9 hole golf courses

Youth soccer fields
Sequim Senior Center

Outdoor swimming pools
Outdoor amphitheater
Outdoor tennis courts

Baseball and softball fields
Mountain biking trails

Equestrian trails
Nature interpretive centers
Outdoor basketball courts

Indoor equestrian area
Bicycle motocross track

Other
None
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Most Important 2nd Most Important 3rd Most Important 4th Most Important

Q11. Parks and Recreation Facilities That 

Are Most Important to Households

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top four choices 



31%

18%

11%

11%

10%

10%

8%

8%

5%

4%

4%

4%

4%

4%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

34%

Fees are too high

I do not know what is being offered

Program or facility not offered

Program times are not convenient

Parks too far from our residence

Lack of restroom availability

I do not know locations of parks/facilities

Parks and facilities are too crowded

Recreation facilities too far from our residence

Lack of parking

Park operating hours not convenient

Lack of trails

Registration for activities is difficult

Lack of handicap accessibility

Poor customer service by staff

Use other city parks and facilities

Facilities are not well maintained

Lack of transportation

Security is insufficient

Parks are not well maintained

None

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Q12. Reasons Preventing Households From Using Federal, 

State, City of Sequim and Sequim-Dungeness Valley Parks, 

Trails, Recreation Facilities or Programs More Often
by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



 Over 60% or more of respondents are supportive of 
developing either a City Parks and Recreation Department or 
a Regional Parks and Recreation District 

 

 Over 60% of respondents would invest some level of 
additional property taxes for an enhanced parks and 
recreation system that provided services most important to 
their household 

 

 Nearly 60% of respondents would vote in favor or might vote 
in favor of a parks and recreation system providing for an 
enhanced level of services 

 

Funding Support for Enhanced Parks 
and Recreation Services 



Very Supportive
42%

Somewhat Supportive
21%

Not Sure
16%

Not Supportive
21%

Q13. How Supportive Are You of the City of Sequim Developing a 

Parks and Recreation Department That Would Focus on Providing 

an Enhanced Level of Parks, Trails, Outdoor and Indoor Recreation 
Facilities and Programs to Residents of the City of Sequim 

and the Entire Sequim-Dungeness Valley Region?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



Very Supportive
40%

Somewhat Supportive
20%

Not Sure
20%

Not Supportive
20%

Q14. How Supportive Are You of Developing a Regional Parks 

and Recreation District to be Governed by a Board Representing 

Residents Living Both Inside and Outside of the City in the 

Sequim-Dungeness Valley Region?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



Q15. What Is the Maximum Amount of Additional Property Taxes 
You Would Invest in an Enhanced Parks and Recreation System 
for City of Sequim and the Sequim-Dungeness Valley Residents, 

if the System Focused on the Types of Parks, Recreation 
Facilities and Programs Most Important to Your Household?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

$10 or more per month
12%

$8 - $9 per month
4%

$6 - $7 per month
4%$4 - $5 per month

20%

$2 - $3 per month
17%

$1 per month
10% Nothing

33%

38% of Sequim 

residents would 

not support any 

additional property 

taxes  



9%

30%

29%

Neither
32%

Q16. Which Option Would You Most Support to Provide an 

Enhanced Level of Parks, Trails, Indoor and Outdoor Recreation 

Facilities and Programs to Residents of the City of Sequim 

and the Entire Sequim-Dungeness Valley?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (June 2010)

Dev eloping a Parks and 
Recreation Department within the 

City  of  Sequim Gov ernment

Dev eloping a Regional Parks and 
Recreation District that Would be Gov erned 
by  a Board Representing Residents Liv ing 

Inside and Outside the City  in the 
Sequim-Dungeness Vally  Region

Equally  Support Dev eloping a Parks and Rec Dept 
within the City  of  Sequim and Dev eloping a Regional 
Parks and Rec District that Would be Gov erned by  a 

Board Representing Residents Liv ing Inside and 
Outside the City  in the Sequim-Dungeness Vally  Region

11% of Sequim 

residents would 

vote in favor of a 

Parks and 

Recreaton Dept. In 

City Government 

35% of Sequim 

residents would 

vote in favor and 

21% might vote in 

favor

32% of Sequim 

residents would 

equally support a 

Parks and 

Recreaton Dept. In 

City Government or 

a Regional District 



Vote in Favor
37%

Might Vote in Favor
20%

Not Sure
20%

Vote Against
23%

Q17. How Would You Vote in an Election to Form a Regional Parks 

and Recreation District That Would Focus on the Types of Parks, 
Trails, Recreation Facilities and Programs That Are Most Important 

to Your Household, for the Dollar Amount You Would Invest?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



Vote in Favor
37%

Might Vote in Favor
20%

Not Sure
20%

Vote Against
23%

Q17. How Would You Vote in an Election to Form a Regional Parks 
and Recreation District That Would Focus on the Types of Parks, 

Trails, Recreation Facilities and Programs That Are Most Important 

to Your Household, for the Dollar Amount You Would Invest?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)

Q17a. What Is the Major Reason You 

Are Not Sure or Would Vote Against?

Need more info
18%

31%

41%

Other
10%

We have sufficient parks, 
trails, and recreation 

facilities and programs

I’m not willing to pay additional tax 
dollars for parks, trails, recreation 

facilities and programs



For City of Sequim Respondents and 
Respondents of the Sequim School District 
living outside of the City of Sequim  

Demographics 



Under 35
9%

35 to 44
14%45 to 54

27%

55 to 64
25%

65+
25%

Q18. Demographics: Age of Respondent

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



Male 
42%

Female
58%

Q19. Demographics: Gender

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)



3 y ears or less
15%

4 to 5 y ears
11%

6 to 10 y ears
22%

11 to 15 y ears
15%

16 to 20 y ears
12%

21 to 30 y ears
12%

31+ y ears
13%

Q21. Demographics: Number of Years Lived in the City 

of Sequim or Sequim-Dungeness Valley?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September 2011)


